STUDENT SUBSTANCE ABUSE POLICY
Bowie State University maintains a zero-tolerance student substance abuse policy.  Students found responsible of violating the policy (as set forth below), will be subject to disciplinary action which could include suspension from the University.

Bowie State University does not condone or permit the possession, use, distribution or sale of any controlled dangerous substance on the campus, the areas surrounding the campus, or at University sponsored events on and off the campus.  Students at Bowie State University are subject to state and local laws for drinking and obtaining alcohol.  It is the expectation of Bowie State University that students, faculty, and staff who observe or suspect that a violation of the substance abuse policy is being committed in noted jurisdictions will report it to the appropriate authorities.  While the major thrust of Bowie State University is drug education and prevention, the University will take appropriate disciplinary actions to provide a drug free environment in which our students may grow intellectually and socially.

Sanctions

Students found responsible of alcohol and drug related offenses are subject to campus disciplinary action that provides for sanctions of varying severity including suspension and expulsion.  The campus police will be notified, and the parent(s)/legal guardian(s) of students under the age of 21.  Severe violations of the substance abuse policy, such as possession with intent to distribute, purchasing for a minor, destruction of property, or assault and battery while under the influence of substance use may subject the student to immediate suspension and/or arrest.

Summary of Applicable Laws
Students at Bowie State University are subject to federal, state, and local laws for the possession and distribution of illegal drugs.
Federal Laws

Federal law 21USCA, section 841 and 844 to 845a (1990), states that it is unlawful to possess any controlled substance.   
For crack cocaine, there is a mandatory sentence of five years imprisonment and/or a fine of up to $250,000.  Individuals with the following number of convictions and amount of crack in their possession will receive both the fine and jail terms:
· a first conviction when the amount exceeds five grams;

· a second conviction when the amount exceeds three grams;
· a third or subsequent conviction when amount exceeds one gram.

For controlled dangerous substances, regardless of amount, a first conviction carries a minimum fine of $1,000, but no more than $100,000 and/or imprisonment of up to one year.  With one prior conviction, a person is subject to a minimum imprisonment of 15 days, but no more than 2 years and/or a fine of at least $2500, not to exceed $250,000.  With two or more prior convictions, there is a minimum imprisonment of 90 days, but no more than three years and /or a minimum fine of $5000, but not exceeding $250,000.

The penalties increase if the possession includes intent to manufacture, distribute, or dispense a controlled substance, especially if done near a public or private elementary, vocational or secondary school, or a public or private college or university.  Any person who violates this law shall also be liable to the United States for an amount up to $10,000 in civil penalties.
The Drug Free Schools and Communities Act Amendment of 1989
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no institution of higher education shall be eligible to receive funds or any form of financial assistance under any federal program, including participation in any federally funded or guaranteed student loan program, unless it certifies to the Secretary that it has adopted and has implemented a program to prevent the use of illicit drugs and the abuse of alcohol by students and employees.
Maryland State Laws

The state of Maryland has its own laws dealing with distribution, manufacturing, and possession of controlled substances.  MD Annotated Code Article 27, Section 286 (1999) states that any person who unlawfully manufactures or distributes any controlled dangerous substances may be fined up to $25,000 and may be imprisoned for up to 20 years for a first offense.  It is illegal in the state of Maryland, MD Annotated Code Article 27, Sections 400 to 403B, for any person to misrepresent his or her age to obtain alcohol, or to possess alcoholic beverages with the intent to consume them.  It is also illegal to furnish alcohol to a person under 21, or to obtain alcohol on the behalf of someone under 21.  The penalty is a fine of up to $500 for a first offense, and up to $1000 for repeat offenses.
Local Laws

In Prince George’s County, Code Section 14-151 to 14-155 (1995), it is unlawful for any person to use or possess with the intent of using or to sell any drug paraphernalia, with fines not exceeding $1000 and possible imprisonment of up to 6 months.  It is also illegal in Prince George’s County to consume alcohol on any public property, street, or highway, with penalties including a fine of up to $100.  The Bowie State University Substance Abuse Policy has been adopted to comply with the letter and spirit of Maryland State laws regulating alcoholic beverages and with the Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act Amendments of 1989 (Public Law 101-226).  The office of the Dean of Student Affairs and Campus Life oversees the administration of this policy and adjudicates violations.
The University Police will rigidly enforce State laws and University policies concerning the use and possession of illegal drugs on campus.  Arrest and criminal prosecution will occur for all violations of Act. 27.

Health Risks

Substance abuse is now recognized as the number one public health problem in the United States.  Approximately 30% of all admissions to general hospitals and 50% to psychiatric hospitals have detectable substance use.  Substance abuse accounts for approximately 150,000 deaths annually.  This includes death from stroke, diseases of the heart and liver, and all alcohol and drug-related suicides, homicides, and accidents.  Early detection can minimize or prevent the devastating consequences of substance abuse.  

The use or abuse of alcohol and other drugs increases the risk of a number of health related and other medical, behavioral, and social problems.  These include acute health problems related to intoxication or overdose such as blackouts, convulsions, coma, death; physical and psychological dependence; malnutrition; long-term health problems including cirrhosis of the liver, organic brain damage, high blood pressure, heart disease, ulcers, and cancer of the liver, mouth throat and stomach; contracting diseases such as AIDS, through the sharing of hypodermic needles; pregnancy problems including miscarriages, still births, and learning disabilities; fetal alcohol
syndrome (physical and mental birth defects); psychological or psychiatric problems; diminished behavior such as hangovers, hallucinations, disorientation, slurred speech; unusual or inappropriate risk-taking behavior which may result in physical or emotional injury, or death; violent behavior towards others, such as assault and rape; accidents caused by operating machinery while impaired; impaired driving resulting in alcohol and drug related arrest, traffic crashes, injuries and fatalities; negative effects on academic or work performance; conflicts with co-workers, classmates, families, friends and others; conduct problems resulting in disciplinary action, including loss of employment, and legal problems including imprisonment.

The use of controlled substances and the abuse of alcohol present a serious threat to individual health and everyone’s safety.  Moreover, the used of illegal drugs and the abuse of alcohol can result in less than complete reliability, stability, and good judgment which are inconsistent with the standards set for the faculty, staff, and student of this University.  The use, possession, and/or sale of illegal drugs, or controlled substances are considered violations of Bowie State University’s Student Code of Conduct.  Any student, who uses, possesses, or sales illegal drugs, or controlled substances, on or off university grounds shall be subject to discipline, including mandatory counseling, suspension, or expulsion from the University.  The University will take disciplinary action based on reasonable available information; such action will be independent of any civil or criminal process precipitated by the same incident and will follow the policies and procedures of the university’s judicial process.
PREVENTION AND TREATMENT PROGRAMS

Alcohol and other drug abuse are major college student health concerns.  Bowie State University’s substance abuse program attempts to reduce the harm that is frequently associated with alcohol and drug abuse.  Our program described below emphasizes preventive education and early intervention.  

The program avoids purposeful attempts to instill fear of alcohol and drugs.  Instead, the intent is to create a non-threatening environment for students, faculty, and staff.  In such a setting, the encouragement of meaningful discussions and prompt reflection and increased understanding of alcohol and drug related values, beliefs, and behavior takes place.

The following substance abuse programs are provided by Bowie State University’s substance abuse education/prevention program.  Any student, faculty or staff experiencing substance abuse problems is encouraged, voluntarily, on a confidential basis, to report the problem to the Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Prevention Center (ATOD), as well as the Counseling Center and the Henry Wise Wellness Center where professional assistance will be provided.

PREVENTION AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

1. Educational and Activity Based Programs

This service offers to the campus community, a variety of programs designed to promote healthy living, while educating about the risks, consequences, and possible outcomes of substance use and abuse.  This includes: awareness weeks, safe semester break programs, educational substance abuse series for students referred through judicial affairs, presentations during orientation to University, wellness programs as well as many others.
2. Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Prevention Center

This Center is located in Robinson Hall, Room 117, (301) 860-4127.  Students, faculty and staff have ready access to science-based information on alcohol and other drugs.  Pamphlets, professional journals, books, and videotapes are available for use.  Some items may be checked out.  Posters and promotional materials are also available to anyone concerned about substance use and abuse.

3. Substance Abuse Peer Education Program

In this program, trained student leaders are used as follows:

(a) To increase awareness of the effects of alcohol and drug use;
(b) To promote the accurate identification of high risk use;

(c) To teach students how to help family members or friends with alcohol/drug problems; and

(d) To provide resources and referrals for students.

4.   Assessment and Referral Service
This service provides students an opportunity to meet individually with a professional counselor and discuss concerns they may have about their use of alcohol or drugs, or the use of a friend or family member.  These issues are explored in a non-threatening manner, and student’s confidentiality is always assured.  In addition referrals to appropriate campus or community prevention and treatment program can be arranged.  To arrange for this service, contact the ATOD Prevention Center at (301) 860-4127.

5. Group and Individual Services

These free services are available to students and employees who are concerned about a possible addiction in their use of alcohol or other drugs.  Treatment plans can be developed with individuals to help them achieve their goals.
REFERRAL:  SELF-HELP AND TREATMENT PROGRAMS

Alcoholic Anonymous 


(202) 966-9115

Al-Anon/Alateen



(800) 356-9996

Alcohol Referrals



(800)-ALCOHOL

Drug Emergency



(800)-COCAINE

Prince George’s County Health Dept. 
(301) 808-1830

Gay/Lesbian Hotline     


(202) 833-3234

MD State AIDS Hotline 


(800) 638-6252

MD Employee Assistance Program 

(410) 767-1013

POLICY ON PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN NOTIFICATION OF ALCOHOL AND CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE VIOLATIONS
The Higher Education Act Amendments of 1998 included provisions amending the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (“FERPA”).  Specifically, FERPA now authorizes higher education institutions to disclose to a student’s parent or legal guardian information regarding “any violation of Federal, State, or local law, or any rule or policy of the institution governing the use or possession of alcohol or a controlled substance, regardless of whether the information is contained in the student’s educational records.”

Effective September 1, 2000, Bowie State University, in accordance with Federal law, will implement the following criteria for parent/legal guardian notification:

Part I:
Such disclosures are authorized only if:

1. The student is under the age of 21; and

2. The institution has determined that the student has committed a disciplinary violation with respect to the use or possession of alcohol or a controlled substance.

Part II:
In addition to part I, at least one of the criteria below must be met:

1. The student has been found responsible for committing a violation of Bowie State University’s Substance Abuse Policy.

2. The incident involved significant property damage.

3. Medical attention to any person, including the student, was required as a result of the alcohol or drug-related behavior.

4. The student operated a motor vehicle while intoxicated or while under the influence of a controlled substance.

5. The student exhibited reckless disregard for personal safety and/or the safety of others.

6. Evidence indicates that the student’s alcohol or drug-related behavior interfered with the academic process of him/herself or others.

If you have received this information as an enclosure with a letter informing you of the outcome of a judicial hearing then your parent(s)/legal guardian(s) will be sent a letter informing them that you have been found responsible for a violation of the Student Code of Conduct involving alcohol and/or other drug.
STATE DRUG LAWS
Distribution
	Schedule
	1st Offense
	2nd Offense

	I & II

(except PCP) which is a narcotic drug
	Not more than 20 years: fine of not more than $25,000 or both.
	Twice that otherwise authorized, but not less than 10 years.

	PCP
	Not more than 20 years: fine of not more than $20,000, or both.
	Twice that otherwise authorized, but not less than 10 years.

	Any other controlled dangerous substance classified in Schedule I, II, III, IV or V
	Not more than 5 years: fine of not more than $15,000, or both.
	Twice that otherwise authorized, but not less than 2 years.


For the manufacture, distribution, dispensation, or possession with intent to distribute the following:

· 50 pounds or more of marijuana

· 448 grams or more of cocaine or cocaine mixture

· 28 grams or more of morphine of opium mixture

· 1000 dosage units of lysergic acid diethylamide of mixture

· 16 ounces or more of phencyclidine in liquid form

· 448 grams or more of any mixture containing phencyclidine

· 448 grams or more of methamphetamine or mixture

	1st Offense
	2nd Offense

	No less than 5 years or if "drug kingpin" not less than 20 years nor more than 40 years: fine of not more than $1,000,000.
	Twice that otherwise authorized by law.


A person who manufactures, distributes, dispenses, or possesses with the intent to distribute    a controlled dangerous substance in, on, or within 1000 feet of an elementary or secondary school will be subject to an additional term of not more than 20 years or a fine of not more than $20,000 or both for a first offense, and a term for not less than 5 or more than 40 years or a fine of not more than $40,000 or both for a second offense.  

Possession
	Drug
	1st Offense
	2nd Offense

	Any controlled dangerous substance authorized except marijuana
	Not more than 4 years; fine of not more than $25,000, or both.
	Twice than otherwise authorized.

	Marijuana
	Not more than 1 year; fine of not more than $1,000, or both.
	Twice than otherwise authorized.


1.
Individuals who have been convicted of a controlled dangerous substance offense on or after January 1, 1991, are required to disclose that fact when applying for a license or a license renewal.  The licensing authority may refuse to issue the license or impose appropriate conditions on the license (except noncommercial driver's licenses).
2.
Article 27, 297 of the Annotated Code of Maryland provides for the forfeiture of personal and/or real property used to posses of distribute controlled substances, depending upon the statute violated.

3.  Prince George's County Code makes it unlawful for any person to use, to possess with the 
     intent to use, or sell any drug paraphernalia, with fines not exceeding $1,000 and possible   

     imprisonment of up to six months.
Sanctions under State and Local Laws for Alcohol

	Convictions:
	Penalty:

	The state of Maryland prohibits any person under 21 to falsify or misrepresent his or her age to obtain alcohol, or to possess alcoholic beverages with the intent to consume them.  It is also illegal to furnish alcohol to a person under 21, or to obtain alcohol on behalf of a person under 21.
	The penalty is a fine of up to $500 for a first offense, and up to $1,000 for repeat offenses (Annotated Code, Article 27, sections 400 to 403B).

	The State of Maryland, prohibits a person from drinking any alcoholic beverage while on public property, unless authorized by the governmental entity that has jurisdiction over the property; in the parking area, or in the mall or other area outside of a shopping center or other retail establishment, unless authorized by the owner, or in a parked vehicle located on any of the places listed above, unless authorized.
	The penalty is a fine not exceeding $100 or disposition pursuant to section 8-510 of the Health -General Article of the Maryland Annotated Code which allows for judicial commitment if the individual is found to be a chronic alcoholic (Annotated Code, Article 2B, section 211).

	In Prince George's County it is illegal to consume alcohol on any public property, street, or highway, unless authorized by the governmental entity that has jurisdiction over the property.
	The penalty includes a fine of up to $100.


Sanctions under Federal Law for Distribution

	CSA
	2nd Offense
	1st Offense
	Qty
	Drug
	Qty
	First Offense
	Second
Offense

	I

And

II
	Not less than 10 years.  Not more than life.

If death or serious injury, not less than life.

Fine of not more than $4 million individual

$10 million other than individual
	Not less than 5 years.  Not more than 40 years.

If death or serious injury, not less than 20 years.  Not more than life.

Fine of not more than $2 million individual

$5 million other than individual
	100-999 gm mixture
	Heroin
	1 kg or more mixture
	Not less than 10 years.  Not more than life.

If death or serious injury, not less than 20 years.  Not more than life.

Fine of not more than $4 million individual

$10 million other than individual
	Not less than 20 years.  Not more than life.

If death or serious injury, not less than life.

Fine of not more than $8 million individual

$20 million other than individual

	
	
	
	500-4,999 gm mixture
	Cocaine
	5 kg or more mixture
	
	

	
	
	
	5-49 gm or mixture
	Cocaine Base
	50 gm or more mixture
	
	

	
	
	
	10-99 gm or 100-999 gm mixture
	PCP
	100 gm or more or 1 kg or more mixture
	
	

	
	
	
	1-10 gm mixture
	LSD
	10 gm or more mixture
	
	

	
	
	
	40-399 gm mixture
	Fentanyl
	400 gm ore more mixture
	
	

	
	
	
	10-99 gm mixture
	Fentanyl Analogue
	100 gm or more mixture
	
	

	
	
	
	10-99 gm or 100-999 gm mixture
	Metham-pheta-mine
	100 gm or more or 1 kg or more mixture
	
	

	CSA
	Drug
	Quantity
	First Offense
	Second Offense

	
	Others (except Marijuana, Hashish or Hashish oil)
	Any
	Not more than 20 years.

If death or serious injury, not less than 20 years, not more than life.

Fine $1 million individual, $5 million not individual.
	Not more than 30 years.

If death or serious injury, life.

Fine $2 million individual, $10 million not individual.

	III
	All
	Any
	Not more than 5 years.  Fine not more than $250,000 individual, $1 million not individual.
	Not more than 10 years.  Fine not more than $500,000 individual, $2 million not individual.

	IV
	All
	Any
	Not more than 3 years. Fine not more than $250,000 individual, $1 million not individual.


	Not more than 6 years.  Fine not more than $500,000 individual, $2 million not individual.

	V
	All


	Any
	Not more than 1 year.  Fine not more than $100,000 individual, $250,000 not individual.
	Not more than 2 years.  Fine not more than $200,000 individual, $500,000 not individual.


Sanctions under Federal Law for Distribution (continued)
	Quantity
	Description
	First Offense
	Second Offense

	1,000 kg or more: or 1,000 or more plants
	Marijuana

Mixture containing detectable quantity*
	Not less than 10 years, not more than life.  If death or serious injury, not more than life, not less than 20 years.  Fine not more than $4 million individual, $10 million other than individual.
	Not less than 20 years, not more than life.

If death or serious injury, not less than life.  Fine not more than $8 million individual, $20 million other than individual.

	100 kg to 1,000 kg: or 100-999plants
	Marijuana

Mixture containing detectable quantity*
	Not less than 5 years, not more than 40 years.  If death or serious injury, not less than 20 years, not greater than life: not more than $2 million individual.  $5 million other than individual.
	Not less than 10 years, not more than life.  If death or serious injury, not less than life.  Fine not more than $4 million individual, $10 million other than individual.

	50 to 100 kg


	Marijuana


	Not more than 20 years.  If death or serious injury, not less than 20 years, not more than life.  Fine $1 million individual, $5 million other than individual.
	Not more than 30 years.  If death or serious injury, life.  Fine $2 million other than individual.

	10 to 100 kg


	Hashish


	
	

	1 to 100 kg


	Hashish Oil


	
	

	50-99 plants
	Marijuana
	
	

	Less than 50 kg


	Marijuana


	Not more than 5 years.  Fine not more than $250,000.  

$1 million other than individual.
	Not more than 10 years.  Fine $500,000 individual, $2 million other than individual.

	Less than 10 kg


	Hashish
	
	

	Less than 1 kg
	Hashish Oil
	
	


Federal Distribution Penalties for Marijuana

* Includes Hashish and Hashish Oil   Source: Drugs of Abuse (1989 Edition). U.S. Department of Justice






